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March 2021 
 

Editor:  The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham looks back on the 

year that changed the world. 

óOne Year Onô 

It was just over a year ago that the WHO discussed the coronavirus that was 

starting to spread around the world. None of us could have foreseen the 

devastating effect on our world, with over 80 million people infected and 

nearly two million deaths. How has the pandemic challenged our faith, as we 

look back over the last year? 

Firstly, it has forced us to face up to the reality of our situation. We cannot 

underestimate the health, social and economic effects of the virus on our lives, 

churches and communities. We have learned how to do church online, but the 

future shape of church life is uncertain! 

As the apostle Paul writes: óWe are hard pressed on every side, but not 

crushed; perplexed, but not in despair; persecuted, but not abandoned; struck 

down, but not destroyed. We always carry around in our body the death of 

Jesusô (2 Cor 4:8-10). 

The pandemic has challenged so much of what we take for granted, but also 

demonstrated that God is alongside to help us in these circumstances. 

Secondly, alongside the fear and uncertainty of this year, we have also learned 

to find new faith and hope in Jesus. The experience of Jesusô death and His 

resurrection provides a pattern for us in facing the future: óso that His life may 

also be revealed in our mortal body. So then, death is at work in us, but life is 

at work in you.ô (2 Cor 4:10-12). 

During the season of Lent, as we anticipate the events at Easter, itôs good to 
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focus on the promise of sharing in the death and resurrection of Jesus. As we 

consider our present struggles, are we ready to surrender them to Jesus? May 

the hope of Easter Day take us forward into the coming year. 

 

 

óZoomed Out?ô 

óYouôre still on mute!ô If youôve used Zoom over the past year, youôll be 

familiar with this cry! After a day on Zoom, the last thing we often want to do 

is using it for a chat with friends or a church service on Sunday! Now this 

reveals a wider problem that we face. We know that staying connected in the 

pandemic is hard. When weôre tired and busy, itôs easy to stop connecting with 

others, which would encourage our faith or wellbeing. This might also include 

not sending a text, Facebook comment or phoning somebody up. 

Remember what Paul says: óFor what I want to do I do not do, but what I hate 

I do.ô (Romans 7:15). Itôs often easier to avoid connecting with God and 

others, when this would be good for our sense of value, purpose and identity. 

Certain patterns of behaviour can make us feel safer, but in reality they 

prevent us from living our lives fully as God intends. 

Paul adds: óWhat a wretched man I am! Who will rescue me from this body 

that is subject to death? Thanks be to God, who delivers me through Jesus 

Christ our Lord!ô (Romans 7:24,25). Through the death and resurrection of 

Jesus we have the freedom to act differently. Lent is an ideal time to develop 

new habits, especially when we are tired or anxious. It may involve spending 

less time on Facebook, turning the TV off to call a friend who we need to 

catch up with, or getting up a bit earlier to spend time in Bible reading and 

prayer. 

Letôs keep reminding ourselves that óGod is bigger than Zoomô and make sure 

that we donôt get disconnected! Letôs be committed to doing the right thing, 

rather than simply the easier thing. 

The Revd Canon Paul Hardingham 

Parish Pump 

(Continued from page 3) 
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Cotswold Computing 

Garfield Barnett  

Home Computer Services 

¶  Computer set-up & installation 

¶  Broadband & wireless assistance 

¶  Virus, spam & spyware removal 

¶  Data backup & recovery 

Phone:  01884 253148 
Mobile: 07964 303368 
E-mail: Cotswoldcomputing@live.co.uk 

(Your PC problems solved) 

 

 


