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January 2020
Editor: Canon Paul Hardingham finds the wise men’s gifts to be
of help to us now.
Epiphany for today
This month we celebrate Epiphany, when we remember the Magi from the
East who followed a star to find the baby Jesus: ‘Where is the one who has
been born king of the Jews?’ (Matthew 2:1).
At the start of a New Year, amid the uncertainty of the pandemic, are we
asking the same question? The gifts they offered show us how we can find
Him in the uncertainty of the coming year: ‘they bowed down and worshipped
Him…and presented Him with gifts of gold, frankincense and myrrh.’ (2:11).
The gift of gold reflects that the Magi saw in the baby a king, destined to rule
over us all. In this coming year we need to remember that Jesus is on the
throne, the seat of power and authority in the whole universe. Will we crown
Him king of our lives and dedicate all that we are and do to Him?
The gift of frankincense reflects that the visitors saw not just an earthly king,
but God in human flesh. Incense symbolises the prayers of God’s people and
so this gift reminds us that God is worthy of our worship and prayer. Will we
offer our praise and prayer, as we seek God to guide us through the
uncertainties of this time?
The gift of myrrh reflects that these astrologers saw beyond the baby’s birth
and life, to His death which would secure life for all. Jesus was offered myrrh
on the cross and was a spice used in His tomb. As we face the sufferings of
this New Year, we can be confident that Jesus knows and understands our
experience. Are we ready to trust Him?
‘Glorious now behold Him arise, King and God and Sacrifice! Heav’n sings
Hallelujah: Hallelujah the earth replies.’ (‘We Three Kings’)
.

4

Editor: The Revd Peter Crumpler, a Church of England priest in St Albans,
Herts, and a former communications director for the CofE, considers romantic
love.

Taking a mature look at Valentine’s Day
You do not see many Zimmer frames, wheelchairs or hearing aids on
Valentine’s Day cards. They mostly seem to be full of young love, hearts and
roses.
Young love is wonderful and beautiful, full of optimism, and plans and hopes
for the future.
But love in later life is precious too. It is a love that has been forged through
years of shared experiences and joy, maybe raising children together, perhaps
enjoying grandchildren.
It’s a love that’s stood the test of time, and deeper, much deeper, than any
shop-bought Valentine’s Day card can describe.
That long-term love can also be shown by the devoted wife or husband who
visits their spouse in a care home each day, gently talking with them when
they are, perhaps, deep into dementia. Or sitting for long hours by a hospital
bed. Or dutifully caring for them at home.
Love is a marathon, not a sprint. It starts with white lace and promises and
grows over the years.
Mature love is about the commitment that spans decades and is seldom shown
on the cards on sale in the High Street this Valentine’s Day.
As a priest, when I marry a couple and take them through their wedding vows,
I hear them make their lifelong commitment “for better, for worse, for richer,
for poorer, in sickness and in health, to love and to cherish, till death us do
part…”
(Continued on page 7)
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Cotswold Computing
(Your PC problems solved)

Garfield Barnett
Home Computer Services





Computer set-up & installation
Broadband & wireless assistance
Virus, spam & spyware removal
Data backup & recovery

Phone: 01884 253148
Mobile: 07964 303368
E-mail: Cotswoldcomputing@live.co.uk
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All aspects of tree surgery/
Tree Inspection/Stump Removal
Hedge Cutting and Reshaping/
Tree and hedge planting
All types of fencing supplied and erected
Grass Cutting/Strimming
General Garden Maintenance
Compact Tractor with topper
and rotavator
NPTC Qualified to British Standard 3998
Fully Insured/Free Quotations
info@fourseasons-treeservices.com
www.fourseasons-treeservices.com
Oliver Vernon Great Bradley Cottage,
Withleigh, Tiverton, Devon, EX16 8JL
01884 563021 07766168162

TAKING YOUR NEEDS
INTO ACCOUNT
21 Bampton Street, Tiverton
Phone: 01884 257725
Free initial meeting

If you would like to
advertise on these
pages
please contact
Mr Ivor Atkins
11, Churchill Road,
Tiverton,
Devon
EX16 5AN
Tel: 01884 255458

Bob & Matt
Ridd
Garden Maintenance
Grass/Lawn Cutting
Hedge Trimming
Pruning
Fencing

07976 051855
07493 165971
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(Continued from page 4)

It’s so wonderful to see the bride and groom smiling, and enjoying this
precious moment, making vows that will, hopefully, span the rest of their
lives. I love taking weddings – it’s an immense privilege to be part of a
couple’s special day.
And I find myself pondering what the future will hold for them. I wonder what
shape that lifelong commitment will take, as I pray a blessing on their
marriage.
How much wealth or poverty will come their way? Will it be sickness or
health that will accompany them through the years? How will they support
each other as the years go by?
‘Love is patient. Love is kind.’ These are familiar words from the popular
wedding reading in Paul’s letter to the Corinthians. That patience, that
kindness are qualities that can develop over years of marriage.
Just how much patience will be needed in the years ahead cannot usually be
known on the wedding day.
So, this year, as I look at the rows of red or pink Valentine’s Day cards on sale
in the shops, I shall look out for cards that have a deeper message.
I shall seek out cards that celebrate long-term love. Cards that say something
about the joys and challenges of growing older together.
Cards that go beyond hearts and roses to the deeper love that transcends love’s
first blossoming. I just hope I can find some…
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Editor: Tim Lenton looks back on a well-loved poet.
Remembering John Keats
It was 200 years ago, on 23rd February
1821, that John Keats, the Romantic
poet, died in Rome of tuberculosis, aged
25.
Keats was a generous, likeable and hardworking man who had much experience
of suffering in his short life. He also had
a love of civil and religious liberty. Most
of his best work was done during the year
1819, when he was already sickening
after an exhausting walking tour of the
Lakes and Scotland the previous summer.
In that same year he had also been nursing his brother Tom through
tuberculosis – the disease that killed their mother. But in 1819, after Tom’s
death, he moved to Hampstead and fell in love with a neighbour, Fanny
Brawne, who was 18.
By this time Keats was devoting himself to poetry, having originally trained
as a surgeon following his mother’s early death. He is most famous for his
Odes, all of which (except the one to Autumn) were composed between
March and June 1819. All of them ponder the clash between eternal ideals
and the transience of the physical world.
His most famous lines: “Beauty is truth, truth beauty, – that is all / Ye know
on earth, and all ye need to know.”
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If you would like to advertise on these pages
please contact
Mr Ivor Atkins
11, Churchill Road, Tiverton,
Devon
EX16 5AN
Tel: 01884 255458

Adrian’s Home Improvements
18 Years Experience
Indoor Work
Carpentry (all areas)
Door/Window fit/repairs
Kitchen/bathroom fit/refurb
Staircases/Plasterboarding

Outdoor work
House maintenance
Decking/sheds
Gardening/fencing
Guttering/Roof work

Odd jobs/ Small Jobs/Big jobs
Free estimates
Local to Tiverton
H. 01884 259928

M. 07792923516
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Prayer Diary for January
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.
22.
23.
24.
25.
26.
27.
28.
29.
30.
31.

Lord, for the New Year , we ask for wisdom and strength.
For all with a birthday this month.
Thank you Lord, for your kindness in the past.
Pray for rural parishes.
A private prayer for a personal concern.
EPIPHANY. For all who are seeking Christ.
Dear God, be with those who mourn.
Pray for our families.
For those in the hospitality industry.
We pray for strength to do the right thing.
Pray for our farmers.
For God`s blessing on our Prayer Chain.
For the bereaved.
That Brexit discussions may be a success.
Sincere thanks, Lord for the N.H.S.
Bless all attempts to help the lonely.
Thank you, Lord, for our virtual services.
Bring us into holiness of body, mind and spirit.
Pray for those who have been made redundant.
Thank you, Lord, for loving us.
Pray for the Salvation Army.
Please grant us the grace of endurance.
Pray for children in hospital and for their parents.
May we feel your presence , Lord, wherever we are.
Pray for all schools and for their teachers.
Help us to be thankful more often.
HOLOCAUST MEMORIAL DAY. For those who still suffer.
For those beginning the year with problems.
For Christians who are being persecuted.
For the relief of the homeless.
Please Lord, make us instruments of your purpose.
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ST GEORGE’S HOUSE
Registered Care Home for the Elderly

Mrs. M. M. Lindley
 FAMILY - RUN HOME
 REGISTERED WITH C.Q.C. FOR CARE OF THE
ELDERLY

 SPACIOUS CONVERTED VICTORIAN HOUSE
 LARGE GARDEN TO FRONT AND REAR
 SHORT DISTANCE FROM PARK AND TOWN CENTRE
 LONG AND SHORT STAYS. IE. RESPITE AND
CONVALESCENT CARE

8 Park Road, Tiverton, Devon. EX16 6AU
Telephone and Fax (01884) 252436. email: st.georgeshouse@virgin.net
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God in the Sciences
This is written by Dr Ruth M Bancewicz, who is Church Engagement Director
at The Faraday Institute for Science and Religion in Cambridge. Ruth writes
on the positive relationship between Science and Christian faith.
A Scientist’s Letter to the UK Church: Power, love and self-control
I want to share a message of hope that Christians in the sciences around the
world can bring to the church. Dr Francis Collins, who leads medical research
in the US, spoke earlier in the pandemic about his faith and his hope in God to
help us through this time. He expressed the grief that so many are
experiencing, described an intensity of scientific work he has never
experienced before, and shared his conviction that he is in exactly the right
place just now - serving God with science. He is holding on tight to the words
of Paul in 2 Timothy 1:7, ‘for God gave us a spirit not of fear but of power and
love and self-control.’
Power
In 2 Timothy the apostle Paul encourages his friend to ‘fan into flame the gift
of God’ that is in him. I am thankful that scientists like Francis are using their
own particular talents to understand this virus, and to help prevent or treat
infection. The things they discover are not just useful, but at times they can
also display the beauty and wonder of God’s creation.
Love
A scientist shows their love for God, for people and for the rest of creation
through their work in the lab. One scientist described his experiences to me: “I
study God’s fingerprints in His creation to learn more of Him and the world
He placed us in and to learn how we should take care of it and each other…I
pray for inspiration and insight into how His creation works…and that He
provides the opportunities to give the glory to Him.”
Self-Control
It is largely our own and others’ selfish actions that can turn one animal’s
friendly virus into our own species’ personal nightmare. Thankfully Jesus’
suffering, death and resurrection are the solution to evil. Our ultimate and
certain hope is that one day all Creation will be renewed. We can also have
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hope for today, that God is with us in our suffering. When we respond in
positive ways to painful events, that is evidence that Jesus is alive and working
in our lives.
Science will not solve all our problems, but with God’s help and wisdom we
can use the tools of science to serve him and love others. Let’s pray together
for the strength to cope, and for an end to this pandemic.
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If you would like to advertise on these pages
please contact
Mr Ivor Atkins
11, Churchill Road, Tiverton,
Devon
EX16 5AN
Tel: 01884 255458
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God in the Arts
Editor: The Revd Michael Burgess continues his series on God in the Arts
with a look at
‘St Joseph the Carpenter’ by Georges de la Tour. It now hangs in The
Louvre in Paris.
The hidden years
When St Paul wrote about the birth and humanity of Jesus to the Philippians,
he described it as an emptying and a humbling. Jesus humbled Himself, he
wrote, ‘and became obedient to the point of death, even death on a cross.’ In
obedience and love Jesus
followed the will of His Father
through His ministry from
baptism to the cross and Easter
beyond.
But what about that period called
‘the hidden years’, after the Holy
Family’s return from Egypt? The
Gospels tell us of only one event
in that period leading up to
adulthood: the pilgrimage to
Jerusalem when Jesus was 12.
For the rest of those 30 years, He
lived with Mary and Joseph
‘growing in wisdom and in
divine and human favour.’ Just as
He followed His heavenly
Father’s will in His ministry, so
in these growing years He
followed the guidance and
teaching of Mary and Joseph.
This month’s painting highlights one moment in those years of growth: ‘St
Joseph the Carpenter’ by Georges de la Tour. ‘Highlights’ is the right word,
because this painting captures the strong contrast of light and darkness.
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PHILIP CARTER
……………………….………

16 Cornlands, Samford Peverell,
Tiverton, EX16 7UA
Tel: 01884 829286
(Mobile) 07969 285762

Carpentry, Maintenance Work,
Painting & Decorating
& General Building...No VAT








Newly refurbished practice
Next to William street car park
Enormous frame selection
Paediatric frame specialist
Contact lens specialist
OCT scans

We place even greater emphasis on your eye health
Call us now for our latest offers
We are open Monday to Friday 8.30am to 5.00pm
Saturday
9.00am to 1.00pm
Telephone 01884 252034
www.pilgrimoptical.co.uk
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Georges de la Tour lived from 1593
to 1652 in Lorraine. He was part of a
Franciscan-led revival in that area,
and this work from the 1640s
captures St Joseph and the ChristChild with Franciscan tenderness
and insight.
We can see the tools of Joseph’s
trade on the ground. He leans over
them, hard at work on a piece of
wood. Jesus is sitting by his side, his
face lit by the candle, which lights
up the carpenter’s shop. As well as
contrasting light and dark, there is
the contrast of young and old, and
the thought that the child learning
from the old man is also the one who
can teach us. De la Tour was
particularly fascinated by light and
shadows cast by a candle or a
lantern. Here the artist shows the
candlelight illuminating the face of
the child Jesus who will grow up to
the Light of the world.

As this New Year begins, we can
think back to the light from the
Bethlehem manger we celebrated at
Christmas. We can look ahead to the
light shining from the adult Jesus
through His teaching and healing.
Here in these hidden years, we can
celebrate the light of wisdom and
divine favour, as Luke calls them,
shining on the face of the child
Jesus. We pray for that light to guide
us through this New Year. When the
way ahead may look dark and
uncertain, let us pray that God’s
light will make clear the path ahead.
The graphic is a faithful
photographic reproduction of a twodimensional, public domain work of
art. It can be found at:
https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/
File:Georges_de_La_Tour._St._Jose
ph,_the_Carpenter.JPG

NB Copy for the February 2021 Magazine
should only be sent to
TheParishMagazine@live.com
or by post to
Cotswolds 49 Park Hill, Tiverton EX16 6RW
by January 10
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Hatch’s Landscapes
For all your gardening services and
supplier of top quality turf.
Patios, Decking,
Fencing and all general garden maintenance
www.hatchlandscapes.co.uk

Contact: 07947 743471 / 07470 224174
Hatches@hotmail.co.uk
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CHEVITHORNE
VILLAGE HALL

Recently refurbished with new kitchen facilities available to hire
for private parties, children’s parties, clubs, functions, meetings,
etc.
Large hall space and separate smaller room, garden area and
ample car parking facilities
Very reasonable hire rates
For bookings and further details please contact
Carolyn Sampson – 07724 894795
WWW.chevithornevillagehall.co.uk

Nursery School for 2-5 year olds
Open 8am-6pm all year round
Free Government funding provider
Highly qualified and experienced staff
Large garden & covered outdoor play area
Access to the surrounding countryside and Knightshayes
Tel: 01884 252161
Please visit our website for more details
Website: www.woodenhousenursery.co.uk
Email: woodenhouse@live.co.uk

LIGHTHOUSE NEWSLETTER - January 2021
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Jesus said, “I am the light of the world. Whoever follows me will never walk
in darkness, but will have the light of life’. John 8:12 (NIV)

Hello All
A happy New Year to you all; may God
continue to bless you as we move into the
unknown of 2021, assured that God does still
have it all in His hands. We hope that you
were able to enjoy the rather unusual
Christmas. Despite what the news media
said, Christmas was not cancelled and we
were able to celebrate the birth of Christ,
hallelujah!
Having missed December's Newsletter, I was
planning to produce one for January, but with
things changing so fast I was aware that it
could well be irrelevant by the time you
received it.
That happened with the
November letter. So instead I will continue
to send out emails as and when things
change.
With the move of Devon into Tier 3 from
today we are having to change things once
more at Lighthouse. We are able to open the
shop for normal trading but unfortunately we
are not allowed to open the café. We are
very sorry about this but it is out of our
hands. Please note that there is a limit of six
customers that we can allow in the shop at
any one time and we ask you to use the handsanitizer on entering the shop. We take
payment in cash, by card or by cheque.
We are also moving to Winter Opening
Hours. In the past we have found that we
serve very few customers in the afternoons
during the winter months and so have revised
the opening hours. The shop will still be
opening at 9:30 am but will close at 2:00 pm
Mondays to Fridays and at 1:00 pm on

Saturdays. We plan to extend the
opening hours later in the
spring. Please note that we are
open this Saturday, 2nd January.
In the event that we are moved to
Tier 4 at some point in the future,
when all non-essential shops,
including Lighthouse, will have to
close, we will operate, if
restrictions allow us, as we did in
November. Penny will be in the shop on
Monday, Wednesday and Friday mornings to
take orders by phone, email or text and either
post out orders, deliver them, or let you
collect them at the shop doorway. She will
not be able to allow you into the shop or take
any money. We will be operating our usual
"trust" system, knowing that our customers
will pay us be either bank transfer, cheque or
paying us in the shop when things get back to
normal. Details of how to pay will be
available then.
We are very thankful for the support you
give, by using the shop, praying for us and
through the donations we receive. While
things look bleak for the small shop on the
high street we have a God who is able to
supply all our needs. We believe that as long
as we are needed in Tiverton God will meet
those needs, our job is just to stay true to His
leading and do the best we can with His
provision.
May our great and wonderful Lord watch
over you and bless you in the coming years.

Lighthouse Christian Books and Café, Registered Charity Number 1063294
13 Bampton Street, Tiverton, EX16 6AA
Phone: 01884 255769, Email: shop@lighthousetiverton.org.uk
Website: www.lighthousetiverton.org.uk

Rikky
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ST THOMAS’S, CHEVITHORNE
SERVICES
For this months services please refer to the Diary
---oOo--CHURCH OFFICIALS
RECTOR
The Revd Robert Gordon
7, Becks Place, EX16 6PJ

254079

CHURCH WARDENS
Lady Louise Heathcoat Amory
Calverleigh Court EX16 8BB

254492

Mrs Margaret Stacey
Home Farm, Knightshayes EX16 7RF

252569

PCC SECRETARY
Lady Louise Heathcoat Amory
Calverleigh Court EX16 8BB

254492

CHURCH TREASURER
Mr John Ewins
Hayne Cottage, Bolham EX16 7RL

232922

CHEVITHORNE MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT
Mrs Margaret Rabjohns
Allers Cottage, Chettiscombe EX16 7QT
COVE MAGAZINE CORRESPONDENT
VACANT

252730
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ORGANISATIONS ATTACHED TO SAINT PETER’S CHURCH
YOUNG CHURCH
We welcome all children and young
people of whatever age, and like to
have them in the congregation with
us. Our policy is to enjoy our
children – to see and hear them.
Supervised activities tailored to the
needs of individual children are
provided in the south-west corner of
the church during the 10.15 service.
ALTAR TEAMS
Sacristans care for the altar, and with
Servers assist at Holy Communion
on Sundays. (Contact Susan
Beale252619)
CHOIR
New members always welcome.
(Contact: Chris Burford
caburford@gmail.com)
BELL RINGERS
Bells are rung twice on Sundays and
for Weddings. Practice on Tuesday
7.30.
(Contact Elaine Trump, tel 01884
252366, email–
elaine13sallows@gmail.com )
MOTHERS’ UNION
A Christian fellowship for all
women, married or single. Meets on
the 2nd Wednesday of each month
2.00 – 4.00 at Baptist Church Room.
(Contact Gill Heard 258600

PRAYER CHAIN
For those in need of some supportive
prayer. Offered in total confidence.
(Contact Jean Jenner 256597)
FLOWER ARRANGING TEAM.
A team who decorate the church at
festivals and throughout the year.
New members always welcome.
Beginners offered tuition.
Contact Mary Seaton (252018)
SUNDAY INTERCESSIONS
If you are unwell and would like to
be included by name in the prayers
at Parish Communion, or if you
would like the name of a friend to be
included (having first got their
permission) please contact Jean
Jenner 256597.
TAPISSERS GROUP
The tapissers make kneelers for the
church. To order a kneeler for a
loved one, or to commemorate an
event, or for a group connected with
church activities, also if you are
interested in making kneelers, please
contact Jane Bonnick 243705.
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ST. PETER’S, TIVERTON
ALL SUNDAYS
SUNDAY
3rd SUNDAY
THURSDAYS

8.00
10.15
6.30
10.00

Holy Communion (BCP)
Holy Communion (CW)
Evensong (BCP)
Holy Communion at St Pauls

(Other Services as on Notice Board in Porch)
RECTOR:

The Revd Robert Gordon, 7 Becks Place EX16 6PJ
(Day off Tuesdays)

254079

CHURCH OFFICE

St. Peter’s Church Office EX16 6RP
stpetertivertonoffice@yahoo.com
242991
READER:
David Catchpole, 15 Uplowman Rd. EX16 4LU
252100
davidcatchpole538@gmail.com
CHURCH-WARDENS:
Gill Heard, 6, Norwood Road, EX16 6BD
258600
Bill Zarrett, 6 Kestrel Close EX16 6WY
256803
P.C.C.VICE-CHAIRMAN: Mary Seaton, Long Meadow Blundell’s Road, Tiverton
EX16 4NB 252018
DIRECTOR OF MUSIC:
choir@stpeterstiverton.org.uk
CHOIR
ADMINISTRATOR
Chris Burford
251902
caburford@gmail.com
P.C.C. SECRETARY:
David Catchpole, 15 Uplowman Rd.,EX16 4LU
252100
TREASURER:
Chris Shields, 20 Westcott Road, Tiverton EX16 4EY 253945
Chris4920shields@gmail.com
PARISH GIVING
Helen & David Wakely, The Firs,
RECORDER:
Elm Grove Road, Topsham EX3 0EJ
01392 879179
hwakely1@gmail.com
SAFEGUARDING
REPRESENTATIVE:
Catherine Makepeace, 5 St Aubyn’s Villas, EX16 4JB 257689
MAGAZINE
SUBSCRIPTIONS:
Sue Atkins, 11 Churchill Road, EX16 5AN
255458
WELCOME SHEET:
Roy Webber, Riverbank. St. Peter St. EX16 6NU
253212
rhw@exeroy.net
WEBSITE CONTACT:
Chris Burford
251902
caburford@gmail.com
MAGAZINE PRINTING: Garfield Barnett, Cotswold Computing
253148
CotswoldComputing@live.co.uk
CHURCH WEBSITE
www.stpeterstiverton.org.uk
INFORMATION
To arrange a Consultation regarding Baptisms, Weddings and other matters
please ring the Office on 242991 or email stpetertivertonoffice@yahoo.com
Baptized and communicant members of other Churches are always welcome to receive
the Sacrament at Holy Communion

