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St Peter’s Church 
Finance Committee

Minutes of the meeting held at 10 am on 5 March 2020 at 26 The Avenue, Tiverton

Present: Rod Hilton (Chairman), Chris Shields (Treasurer), Janet Rendle, David Ricks, Helen
Wakely, Roy Webber, William Zarrett.

Apologies: Revd Robert Gordon, Gill Heard, Deborah Lal, Vicki Stuckey.

1. The chairman opened the meeting with a prayer and welcomed everyone to the meeting.

2. Treasurer’s Report

a. CS reported that all was operating to plan after one month with little deviation
from budget.  The only exceptions were that planned giving and gift aid refunded
were slightly raised.  The current account has around £14k and the CCLA account
£22k currently.

b. Investment policy
RH raised the need to recheck that the Church’s investment policy, last considered
in 2015, was still appropriate.  It was decided to take further advice then review
the policy properly at the next meeting.

3. Stewardship Report

HW had circulated her report ahead of the meeting.

The good news to report was that,  although one anonymous PGS donor was lost in
January, the Church did gain two new ones and then a further new one in February.  

The address and contact details for the PGS had been changed as from 2nd March, so all
the old forms have been amended and updated, and replaced in the pews.

The stewardship statistics for 2020 are as follows:

Cumulative totals 2020 2019 Difference

to Feb 20 to Feb 19

Parish Giving Scheme £ NGA 568.34 561.2 7.14

£ GA 4033.78 3940.84 92.94

£ GA tax 1008.5 985.21 23.29

Average No 47 45 2

One off Gift Aid £ 148.5 £255.53 -107.03
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Envelopes £ NGA 75 £40.00 35.00

£ GA 120.2 £209.00 -88.80

Standing Orders £ 199 £199.00 0.00

£ Total 6153.32 6190.78 -37.46

4. Update on Financial Aspects of Re-ordering

DR explained  that  a  contractor  has  not  yet  been  engaged.   Although  the  DAC have
indicated that they will accept the Faculty application, they will require further investigation
work  including  reports  from  the  architects,  structural  engineers,  a  drainage  survey,
asbestos report and a further pew survey.  A ‘watching’ archaeologist has to be appointed
for the duration of the work.  However, the design proposals have been ‘commended’.

It is anticipated that payments to contractors will be by monthly staged payments signed
off by the architects.  A fee will also be payable to the DAC!

DR was uncertain of the timing of the start date as it was necessary to avoid building work
being undertaken over the Christmas period.  He hoped it would be later this year.

Tribute was  made to DR for  all  the countless  documents  prepared and consultations
made.

5. General Fund Raising

RW advised that the Cologne choir have had to be advised that St Peter’s would not be
available  as  a venue for  their  tour this  year  but hoped to be available  next  year.  He
emphasised that St Peter’s provided the group with their largest audience in the UK. 

JR  raised  the  possibility  of  installing  electronic  giving  at  St  Peter’s.   CS  promised  to
investigate this option.

6. Review of the Finance Committee Terms of Reference

It was agreed that this would be delegated to the membership of the next Committee 
after the APCM.

7. Any other business

a. Report on Funeral Fees

RG had asked that the Committee be made aware that when funerals are 
undertaken at the local crematoriums, the PCC does not receive a fee.  The fees 
due for travel and for the EDF are still collected.

Currently no funeral services are booked to be undertaken in the Church.
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It was also reported that the two weddings previously booked for St Peter’s this 
year, have been cancelled.

b. The position of Chairman of the Finance Committee

RH explained that he has tendered his resignation to be timed for the APCM in 
April.  RG had indicated his view that the next Chair needed to come from the 
existing membership of the Committee but those present agreed that it should be 
widened to the whole Church to be inclusive and to attract potential new talent.

c. Thanks to David Pope

CS confirmed that he had had wonderful support from DP during the change over 
and DP had offered to help him over the first six months to check that he was 
allocating expenditure to the right codes.

8. Date of next meeting

To be arranged for a date before the July PCC meeting.


