
St Peter’s Church Tiverton

Project Management Group

Minutes of Meeting held on 18th January 2019

Present Rev’d Robert Gordon, Mary Seaton, Rod Hilton & David Ricks

Apologies Bill Zarrett and Gill Heard

Toilet Block Planning Application

• Application has been made to MDDC for the rebuilding of the external toilet block.
The planning fee of £254.00 has been paid.

• Prior to registration, the planning authority required a survey to be undertaken to
ensure  the  habitat  of  any  endangered  species  (bats)  is  not  disturbed  by  the
demolition. Three quotations were requested by the architect, two were received and
the cheapest,  from Greena Ecological  Consultancy was instructed  in  the  sum of
£350.00 plus VAT. An extensive survey has been completed and no evidence of bats
was found, despite the surveyor considering St Peter’s to be an ideal location for
them - river and trees.

• Two small amendments have been made to the design of the toilet block. The flower
arrangers cupboard and sink have been moved to be next to the servery, inside the
church and the urinal in the male toilet has been omitted and replaced with a second
WC cubicle.

Other Ongoing Design Matters

• A revised overall master plan was distributed to the meeting.

• Pews. The plan shows the removal of one additional row of pews from the west end,
to give three remaining in the nave and north aisle, west of the cross aisle. This
allows a  more  generous  open space and places  the  remaining  two freestanding
columns more centrally in the space. We hope the DAC will approve this approach.

• Servery. The introduction of the flower arrangers cupboard facing the toilet block and
the reintroduction of north aisle pews has resulted in the servery being a little shorter,
by  about  1M,  but  still  very  adequate.  The  plan  shows  the  servery  having  two
entrances  from  the  body  of  the  church.  One  of  these  will  be  replaced  with  an
additional base unit and be closed completely and the other will be provided with a
hinged counter flap and gate to give more independence to those working inside the
servery.

• Porch. The meeting considered the options provided by the architect for the design of
the new lobby inside the south door.  The meeting favoured a simple clear glass
approach in a timber framework with a modest amount of embellishment. Double
doors will  be provided on the inner face and the box will  be designed to allow a
shoulder mounted coffin, with floral display on top to pass into the church. It will be
long enough to allow the pallbearers to hoist a coffin onto their shoulders from a



trolley, if so desired, inside the lower existing double doors. The meeting considered
the use of a ship design, as manifestation on the glass, as an appropriate reference
to John Greenway.

• Meeting Room. The development of the design of the existing library to become a
multi-use space was discussed. The meeting agreed it should be used as a parish
office during the mornings, available as a small meeting room at other times and
remain a choir changing room on a Sunday mornings, unless another better space
can  be  found  for  this  function.  The  door  must  be  glazed  to  allow  intervisibility
between the office and the church, lockable and have an interlock to the new south
porch doors, to allow the secretary to make the church secure when she/he leave the
office for any reason. The occupation of the office will give life to the church and a
focus for those with enquiries or any other parish business.

• Children’s Area. Preliminary concept sketches have been provided by the architect,
have been reviewed by the children’s helping team and a way forward has been
agreed. Comments have been passed back to the architect and the design is being
developed.

Pew Survey required by the DAC

The architect has completed the survey work in church for the report, required by the DAC,
on the provenance, detail and description of any unique features of our pews, to ensure that
when  we  remove  some,  examples  of  all  types  will  remain.  He  has  also  completed  the
necessary  photographic  survey.  When completed this  report  will  be  sent  to  the DAC to
establish its acceptability as a record of the existing furnishings.

East Devon Choral Society

We are in correspondence with the EDCS with a view to them using St Peter’s as a venue
much more after completion of our reordering works. They know what we are intending and
we will keep them informed as design work proceeds.

Any Other Business

• The meeting raised the possibility of the Memorial Chapel being adapted to allow its
use as an area for choir robing, freeing up space in the new office/meeting room.

• The meeting discussed the desirability of having some lighting on in the church all
day long, to give life and to welcome visitors, now that LED lights consume far less
energy. DWR to take this to the Fabric Committee then the PCC.

• The relocation of Ashworth’s important stepped Reading Desk, now divided in two,
and was discussed. The desk was originally located spanning the chancel step near
the  location  of  the  present  lectern,  before  the  present  easternmost  pews  were
introduced. It is hoped to re-join the two halves of the desk and various locations
were considered, including back on the chancel step but to the south of the pulpit.

• Programme. The present indication is that works might be able to start towards the
end of the year. The Rector tabled figures showing how many additional visitors St
Peter’s  attracts  for  Christmas  services,  regular  and  special,  amounting  to  some
2700.  This compares with a relatively small extra number at Easter. It was agreed
that  no works  would  be commenced  until  the  start  of  2020,  to  leave  Christmas
undisturbed. This assumes that progress with the design works and DAC approval
allows this to be a realistic goal.



• The architect is to be requested to supply a display of the design drawings that can
be  mounted  at  the  back  of  church,  to  show  progress  and  encourage  the
congregation, when the work is at a slightly more advanced stage. 

DWR 19.01.19


